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him. Sayyid Khamenei is truly well-informed in most issues

Concentration on the Recital and Correcting the Mistakes of the Reciter
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| was present with Ayatollah Khamenei during one Qur’an
recital circle when Mr. Saidiyan, a well-known reciter, recited
a couple of

verses. SO when Mr. Saidiyan went to see Sayyid, as it is
custom- ary that after the recitation the reciter greets him, he

,5aid to him

You missed a particular pause in your recitation!” After the ”

circle, Mr. Saidiyan told me, “I think the Sayyid may have
made a mis- 65 take, | was very thorough in my recitation and
find it very hard to believe that I made a mistake.” I said to him,

“It is not possible for

the Sayyid to make a mistake, do you have a Holy Qur’an on
you?” He brought out his pocket Holy Qur’an and opened it on
the recited

verses; we saw that Sayyid Khamenei was correct and that he
had analyzed the recitation of Mr. Saidiyan very accurately and
pointed

.out his mistake

\'\ciup

After arriving in lIran for the first time, Shahat said in an
interview that he had studied melody and music specifically for
two years. Just from listening to him Sayyid Khamenei was
able to understand this issue. This indicates that he has

proficiency and expertise in all of the Qur’anic skills

Being familiar with most of the Reciters and having their Re- cordings
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. . »
Radio Qur’an was established by Ayatollah Khamenei and
man- 64 ager of the station one day said to me, ‘Once when I

went to visit

Sayyid and he said to me, “Why do you not broadcast the
record- ings of Kamal Yusuf?” This caught me by surprise as I
wondered

from where he heard about Kamal Yusuf?’ I i.e. Saadat Fatimi
said to him, “Don’t be surprised my dear friend! Even before
the victory

of the Islamic revolution he was familiar with many of the
Qur’an reciters and owned their recitation recordings.”” ‘I was
-one of the first people before the revolution who would re

cite in the new, Egyptian way. If only ten people knew the
Egyptian method, I was one of them. However, | was not aware
of Musthapha Ismael. Until one day Sayyid said to me, “Is it
not unfortunate that you do not read like Musthapha Ismael?”
He then gave me the au- dios of this reciter and it was from then

that | became familiar with

\'biup

interested in the Holy Qur’an, he would make numerous
references. He even once said to me, “One of my wishes is that
our people get

so attached to the Holy Qur’an and understand it so well that
they fill the masjids in order to listen to the recitation of a
Qur’an reciter
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the same they fill it when an orator delivers a speech for them.”’
In explaining how Sayyid Khamenei always emphasized the
-Na

ture of recitation said, ‘Before the victory of the Islamic
Revolution, Qur’an recital circles were held in Mashhad in his
presence and it

was because of this that Mashhad became known as the capital
of Qur’an reciters. He advised me that in addition to using the
—recita

tions of teachers such as Minshawi, Ali al-Banai and Abdul sv

Basit, the recitation of Musthapha Ismael should also be used
,and followed.” Saadat Fatimi then added

In his speeches and commentary classes in Mashhad, the Su- ¢

preme Leader would always have a good Qur’an reciter recite
before his classes and speeches. This shows the importance that

’he gave to Qur’anic activities

Expertise in all Qur’anic Fields

Before Shahat Anwar arrived in Iran, Sayyid Khamenei said in
a gathering that he was a remarkable musician, even though he
had never met him and only knew of him from his audio

recordings

\'5‘2‘_}4

A Good Ending: Quoting a few Qur’anic Accounts as narrated by Saadat
Fatimi
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Point

Hajj Sayyid Murtadha Saadat Fatimi, the great teacher,
servant,62 memorizer and renowned reciter of the Holy Qur’an
IS someone

whose Azan and Qur’an recitation in one way or another has
reached the ears of nearly everyone; be it via the radio or
television, or the minarets of the Ghoharshad Masjid. What
follows are brief accounts of his with Sayyid Khamenei, as

every one of them contain subtle

and precise points which enhance the spiritual and intellectual
Jposi- tion of the Supreme Leader

The Wish for the Society’s Affinity with the Holy Qur’an

While indicating the Qur’anic zeal of Sayyid Khamenei, Saadat
Fatimi recalls, ‘I do not know of any speech in which he failed
-tore

fer to the Holy Qur’an, even when speaking to people who were
not

\'Viup

Quranic Leader order to find the proper solution from it. Place
the ointment of

the Holy Qur’an upon the ailments of your soul, existence and
being and by it cure yourselves. This notion requires that the
The existence of this (1)’ .environment becomes a Qur’anic one

outlook concerning the Holy Qur’an in the
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thought of Ayatollah Khamenei resulted in him referring to the
vers- es of the Holy Qur’an in many of his statements after
becoming the

Supreme Leader. This is a clear sign that the path chosen by
him to progress the Islamic revolution is one identified by the
Holy Qur’an

and Prophetic tradition. 61 Instances can also be found where
his entire thought process can

be conformed to that of the Holy Qur’an; however, that is a
very de- tailed discussion that is beyond the scope of the present
discussion. In the next section, accounts of one of his close
associates and friends are narrated. They aim to serve as a

confirmation of what

has been mentioned previously

\'/\Iup

statement in a meeting with Qur’an reciters ,¥« «¥/\ /¥y -\

we move forward the more we will acquire. Today the cure for
the Islamic nations is this; the start and straight path is the

In a meeting with reciters of the Holy Qur’an (1)’ .Holy Qur’an

in—2003, he again

stressed on the Holy Qur’an being the solution for the hardships
and weaknesses of the Muslim World and said, "My dears!
Know that today the Islamic World is in need of the
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Holy Qur’an. The verses of Surah Ale al-Imran, Surah Baqga-
rah, Surah Anbiyah and Surah Ahzab contain solutions to the
problems that are currently being faced in the Muslim world

and it is this that makes the belief of an individual firm and #.
strong; enlightens his knowledge and foresight; brings his life

force into the arena and uses it. It is at that time that the so-
ciety, with the above characteristics, moves forward and also

gains motivation. When the will of the society becomes strong,
-no enemy can force themselves on it; not external ones or in

ternal ones such as lethargy, laziness and idleness. We have in
a tradition that the one who recites the Holy Qur’an places the

cure of the Holy Qur’an upon the ailment of his heart, for it is
In this way that we do not only recite the Holy Qur’an in order
to achieve fame or to pass the time, but rather to read it in

\"\Iup

speech at the closing ceremony of the y.../vox

International Qur’an Com- petition

Today philosophical and intellectual schools of thought of ¢,

the world have stagnated in dealing with humanity. Believe me
that the social theories of this world are null when it

comes to dealing with man and will never find solutions. Was
It not Marxism that was defeated and destroyed? The western
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theories will meet the same end. The reason for their stagna-
tion is that even though in the West they have information,
;money and a powerful system, they do not have prosperity

tranquility and peace of mind and heart. So their prescrip- tion
Is an invalid prescription; a damaged one. However, the 59

Qur’an and the religion of Islam gives people knowledge,
sustenance, honor and tranquility. It is He who sends down
~tranquility into the hearts of the faithful that they may en

Allah sent down his tranquility upon His”’ (1)’;hance their faith

Prophet and upon the faithful and made them abide by the word
In addition to the pleasures of this world, (v).of Godwariness

physical wealth and power of knowledge, Islam also provides
tranquility and peace that has been experienced dur- ing the
course of history. It can also be experienced now. In the Islamic

-Republic of Iran we have taken a small step to

wards this; its effects and bounties can be seen and the more

\AK Iup

FAF -
FAYS Y
of this revolution. Creating a system which is based on reli-

gion and in which the identity, goals, characteristics, actions
and interactions - with the people — of the officials are based
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on religion is one of the greatest anifestations of acting on the
Holy Qur’an. We should engage in Qur’anic construction and
we should carry out the main tasks in this framework so

that our build up will be Qur’anic in the real sense of the word
and so that our individual, managerial, organizational, political

and international behavior and our behavior in the educational
system - including universities, research centers, Islamic sem-
58

inaries and all other educational centers - and inside the fam-
ily will be based on Islam. When will this be achieved? It will

be achieved when we become familiar with Qur’anic concepts
in a correct way. This is something that can be achieved with

this great Qur’anic movement - whether launched by women or
men. This is the direction which Qur’anic research should

During the closing ceremony of the (v).move towards

International Qur’an Competi- tion in 2000,—Sayyid Khamenei
stressed that the social theories of

the World were not the solution for people’s needs and that
sather it 1s the Holy Qur’an which shows the correct path

WY e

Yeod/V /Yy =)

who stray from His way, “and, "He knows best those who are guided
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who stray from His way, “and, "He knows best those who are
(v).(v)’ guided

In 1991, in a meeting with Qur’an reciters, he stressed upon the
need for the society to give importance to the Holy Qur’an, he

,said

I am of the opinion that the Holy Qur’an must be the core of ¢

societies. A divine community must eventually become con-
versant in the Holy Qur’an in such a way that when they hear

the recitation of it from you they understand it immediately.
You must be able to climb atop the pulpit in a gathering and
people must shed tears when you recite the verses of the Holy

ov (¥ .Qur’an; this is what we want

In a meeting with female Qur’an researchers in 2009, he indi-
cated that the officials of the system must make their goals,

—char

acteristics and decisions based on religion, which the very
essence of acting of the Holy Qur’an, ‘The society must
become molded with the Holy Qur’an, its concepts are not

merely information but are concepts for daily

life. The system of the Islamic Republic is a religious system
-of which one of its greatest pillars is the practical implementa

tion of the Holy Qur’an, which has ensured the safeguarding

WY e
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AMNES

Tarh Kulli Andishe ye Islami, Lecture Eleven -v

in a meeting with Qur’an reciters ,1441/+¥/1y -¥

this i1s what is wanted and expected from our societies; it is then
that the ”Blossoming of the Holy Qur’an” occurs. Imag- ine if
in our country we had 10 million, 15 million people, men

and women, who were competent in the knowledge of the Holy
Qur’an, how great that would be! They will always have the
~teachings and advices of the Holy Qur’an constantly fol

lowing through their hearts and minds; this will create a firm
nation. Fortunately, the potential for this exists. Today the will
and resolution of our nation is for this strength and it is in this

way that that Qur’anic society will come into existence and we
He then mentions (1)’ 56 hope, God-willing, that this is the case

in the book Tarh Kulli: It is essential that today we refer to the
Holy Qur’an. The first

condition of this, however, is that we must understand it. Do
we have certainty that those ways, means and methods that
have produced and recommended for the lives of people are

the correct ones? We do not, ”and they do nothing but sur-
mise.” They wish to manage the livelihood of the people and
the society with estimates, theories and hypotheses. However,
Allah (swt) manages the affairs without anyone’s theory; he

guides people to the right course with a divine text, with true

and real knowledge, ”Indeed your Lord knows best those
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A VAVVARRRIE

Quranic Leader The position of the Holy Qur’an in the Thought of Ayatollah
Khamenei

Point

Ayatollah Khamenei was always focused on the establishment
of Islamic societies whose complete structure was founded on
the

teachings of the Holy Qur’an. 55

The first step is to protect the Holy Qur’an; firstly the Holy
Qur’an must be protected, therefore a protector of the Holy

Qur’an must be one who recites it continuously, otherwise this

protection of it will be lost. Secondly, this protection of it must
lead one to pondering upon the Holy Qur’an, as in reality this

IS the case. In that manner that you repeatedly recite and repeat
from memory the verses of the Holy Qur’an grants you an
opportunity to think and concentrate on it.” ‘However, an

attachment to the relevant commentaries that

have been written on a particular verse is also very necessary.
When the Holy Qur’an is protected and an attachment is also

,gained with its commentaries, in addition to concentration

\\f:up
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We thank Allah (swt) for giving us the opportunity and privi- ¢

lege to begin the Month of Ramadhan of this year with this
Ayatollah Khamenei was present in (1)’ blessed Qur’an circle

this gathering for a few hours

listening to the recitations of the Holy Qur’an and then at the
end he delivered a speech on the topic of the Holy Qur’an and
in this way

it shows the importance he gives to these gatherings and circles.
54
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Statement at the Qur’an Circle ¥+ Vf/:£/v4 -\

since 1981 and is hosted by the Awgaf and Welfare
Organization of Iran in Tehran. It is attended by many reciters
and memorizers of

the Holy Qur’an from all around the World

From its very onset this competition, Sayyid Khamenei, be it in
the capacity as president or even as the Supreme Leader, has
made

of this great opportunity to deliver statements in order to use
at- tract the society towards the importance of gaining affinity
with the Holy Qur’an and to elaborate on the link between the
Holy Qur’an and the Islamic Revolution. He has brought to the
fore the distance of the Islamic world from the Holy Qur’an and

the necessity of Mus- 53
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lim nations and communities to return to the teachings of this
divine book as well as giving advice to Qur’anic institutes. Of
more importance is that this guidance can, now and in the fu-
ture, be very influential in opening up ways to expand and

establish

the rich culture of the Holy Qur’an

Quran Circles

The second meeting of Sayyid Khamenei with the Qur’anic So-
ciety was this very Qur’an circle which followed on from the
first

one which was always held during the Month of Ramadhan. At
the beginning of one of these circles, he made reference to the

—follow
,ing point

\\5‘2&

Usually his (1) "1 say to Allah (swt), “What beautiful company
note was accompanied with a supplication or some

advice, below are a couple of examples

May Allah (swt) bless you with affinity towards the Holy *

Qur’an’ ‘Gain an attachment to the Holy Qur’an and ponder
(vYupon it

It is hoped that within the rays of the Holy Qur’an, you will*
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(+) find success and may you remain firm upon its ideals

Visitation of Qur’anic Institutes

Throughout the years following the victory of the Islamic oy

revolu- tion, other facets of his attention to the Holy Qur’an
:have come to the fore of which are as follows

International Qur’an Competitions

One of the most praiseworthy Qur’anic activities that occurs in
the Islamic Republic of Iran is the organizing and holding of an

international Qur’an competition. This competition has been

held

\\Vlup
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The note written in the Holy Qur’an given to the child of -y

Martyr Sayyad Shirazi
The note written in the Holy Qur’an gifted to Armita Rida -v

Nejad at her coming of age ceremony

Nahj al-Balagha, Sahifah al-Sajjadiyyah and Mafatih al-Jinan

Public Relations

The correspondence of the people is another instance where the
zeal of Sayyid Khamenei can be seen. In replying to letters,

:some of the advices that he has given are as follows
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Acquaint yourself with acts of worship and the Holy Qur’an.

‘My dear students! Your memorization of the Holy Qur’an has

made me very happy.” ‘Know the true value of memorizing the
Holy Qur’an.’ 51 ‘Put effort into memorizing the Holy Qur’an.’
’.*Acquaint yourself with the Holy Qur’an and ponder upon it

’.Count the affinity with the Holy Qur’an as a great blessing*

Gifting Qur’ans to the Families of the Martyrs

One of the activities of Sayyid Khamenei during his presidency
was gifting copies of the Qur’ans to the families of the martyrs.
This activity continued even after him becoming the Supreme
Leader. At the end of the gifted Qur’ans, he would write a note

,saying

I have been writing in Qur’ans like this for nearly seventeen °

years and taking them to the homes of the martyrs. With the
hope of writing my name next to the name of the martyr and

VWA 1o

tended to until 1993, by order of Sayyid Khamenel, a board of
trust- ees for the project of acquiring a Qur’an for the Islamic
Republic of

:Iran was formed with the following goals

In 1991, in a meeting with members of the Dar al-Qur’an Karim
Organization, he mentioned the importance of having a correct
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script for the Holy Qur’an. However, this subject remained
unat- tended to until 1993, by order of Sayyid Khamenei, a
~board of trust

ees for the project of acquiring a Qur’an for the Islamic
Republic of Iran was formed with the following goals: 1. The
printing and publishing of a Qur’an specifically for the Islamic
50 Republic of Iran that in addition to its correctness should
also possess defining qualities 2. Compiling the fundamentals
for a correct script 3. Presenting a prototype to be followed in

future publications of the

Holy Qur’an and to prevent the existent common mistakes from
occurring

Constantly reading and researching in the fields of script,
script technique, science of recitation and writing of the Holy
Qur’an

Directly and indirectly publishing and distributing the Holy »
Qur’an 6. Completely overseeing all publications of the Holy

Qur’an

This institute, from 1997 up until 2015, in partnership with 71
publishers, has printed over 25 million copies of the Holy
Qur’an

Furthermore, this institute is also responsible for the printing of

Y4 P

of Iran Broadcasting Corp., it was decided that a council be
formed to take responsibility for the policy-making,
overseeing, guidance
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and advancement of programs related to the Holy Qur’an,
Azan, supplications and religious melodies

Establishing the Center for the Publication and Distribution of the Holy Qur’an
of the Islamic Republic of Iran

One of the pressing needs of the Islamic Republic after the
victory of the Islamic revolution and in order to expand the
culture of the Holy Qur’an was to create a means for the
publication of Qur’ans 49 with correct script and diacritics. The

first step in promoting the

culture of the Qur’an was to publish and make it available.
During the era of the oppressive regime, Qur’ans from Mumbai
were used

in the public schools, due to the certainty in their correctness.
In his biography titled Sharh Ism, Sayyid Khamenei says the
following

regarding that era, ‘It can be said that the Qur’ans which came
from India were one of the most correct. Qur’ans from India

and Egypt

were correct. In contrast, the Qur’ans that were published in
’ Iran were very erroneous

In 1991, in a meeting with members of the Dar al-Qur’an Karim
Organization, he mentioned the importance of having a correct
script for the Holy Qur’an. However, this subject remained

~unat

\Y. Iup
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the responsibility of the reciters, teachers and the likes of you.
The coming together of them all, their planning, becoming
negligent of

one of them etc. is all the work of a central structure of which,
in my opinion, Radio Qur’an is one of these important activities
(\) that must be established

Forming the Supreme Council of the Holy Qur’an

Until 1991, the recitations of the Azan and other religious re-
cordings which were broadcasted were chosen by the personnel
of

the relevant broadcasting station. This led to weak and fA

unworthy recitations being broadcasted at times by the
personnel, this was

due to the lack of experience and knowledge about this subject..
After receiving reports on the then unorganized conditions,
Sayyid

Khamenei issued an order on the 8th of October 1991 for the
for- mation of a council to oversee to recitations and recordings.
This

council was given the name, ‘The Supreme Council for the
Holy Qur’an’ (Shura A’li Qur’an). Some of the reasons why he
formed

this council are as follows, ‘By paying attention to the
importance of the Holy Qur’an, the positive effect it has on the
Islamic society and
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. . »
then with the necessity to broadcast correct and enjoyable

Qur’anic recitations and other religious recordings from the
Islamic Republic

WYY e

(VaAd/+V /¥y ) Meeting with officials from Radio Qur’an -\

of a Qur’anic radio station which could be accessed by the
general public throughout the country was a great step towards
promoting

Qur’anic culture amongst the society

When he met the manager and workers of this station, he
stressed upon the importance of focusing on the Holy Qur’an
and said, ‘You

must know that the Radio Qur’an is not merely a Qur’an
program, but a Qur’an Radio. There is a difference between a
program on the

radio and Qur’anic radio. You must accept the difference
between the two and you must not make the mistake of thinking
that they

are one and the same; even though it is good for it to be a
Qur’an 47 program, it is good for a person to listen to the
~Qur’an for ten min

utes in the morning or to play the Qur’an for fifteen minutes,
how- ever, this is not what is intended.’ ‘In order to work with
the Holy Qur’an, a special effort is needed
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from us inall areas and | have spoken to some of my colleagues
a while back in this regard, that at least let us establish one
Qur’anic

Institute, a committee or an organization in the country that will
focus on the teachings of the Holy Qur’an that, God-willing, if
the

brothers put in the effort in order that this can be set in motion.
We need this, maybe we need tens of activities related to the
Holy

Qur’an that must be done. Some of these are the responsibility
of the government, some are the responsibility of the scholars;
some

are the responsibility of the individuals of this nation; some are

\YY . P
Founding of Radio Qur’an

The Islamic Republic Newspaper reported that the founding of
Ra- dio Qur’an was done on the 13th of February 1984. The
headline of

the report was a statement from the president of the time,
Sayyid Khamenei which read, ‘One of the blessings of this Ten
days of Fajr

was the beginning of the Radio Qur’an broadcast.” The report
then continues, by mentioning a part of an interview

that was conducted with the manager of Radio Qur’an about its
founding, ‘The idea to create such a radio station was
recommend- 46 ed to us by Sayyid Khamenei.” As a result, in
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1984, with the recommendation and support of Ayatollah
Khamenei, Radio Qur’an was added to the broadcast list of the
Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcaster. This station’s opening

-CO

incided with the Days of Fajr and began with the recitation of
Surah Hamd and verses 1-21 of Surah Bagarah by Ayatollah
Khamenei

This careful attention to detail of the Leader showed his fore-
sight is expanding the foundations of the Holy Qur’an in the
Islamic

society. During the days of resistance he made the Holy Qur’an
the axis of his resistance against the tyrannical system,; after the

victory of the Islamic revolution he also saw the advancement
of society and progress of the country, and the more Qur’an
-orien

tated the individuals of society became. So naturally, the
founding

\YY Iup

Accomplishments in the Field of the Holy Qur’an

Point

One of the most important and effective activity that Sayyid
Khamenei performed before the victory of the Islamic
Revolution

were these very commentary gatherings and sessions as
mentioned 45 above
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After the victory of the Islamic revolution, Ayatollah
Khamenei still maintained his previous motivation and in
addition to continu- ing his commentary classes and sessions,
he accomplished the fol- lowing with regards to the Holy

,Qur’an: Founding of Radio Qur’an

forming the Supreme Council of the Qur’an, establishing the
Cen- ter for the Publication and Distribution of the Holy
Qur’an, Public

Relations , gifting Holy Qur’ans to the families of the martyrs
and regular visitations to Qur’anic institutes. Below is a brief
synopsis of

these activities

\Y¥ P

a government and it is in the Madani Surahs that these issues
‘are discussed more frequently

Tafsir Surah ye Bara’at

If we want this society that is based on the revolutionary prin- ¢

ciples and which follows the revolutionary path to remain until
the

Day of Judgment, we must enliven the action of enjoining good
and forbidding evil within it; meaning that every individual
within the

society is responsible for its protection and we say, “O
Muslims! O 44 Believers! It is you who must keep the general

—and specific teach
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ings of Islam alive! You are all responsible for it.””” This book
IS the newest work of the Ingilab Islami Publishers. It contains
the commentary of Sayyid Khamenei which he delivered to

seminary students from mid-1972 until about February 1973; it
was published in April 2018

VYO : e
Tafsir Surah ye Mujadalah

This book is the edited version of his classes on Surah
Mujadalah. These classes were held during his time as
—president and were de

livered to the officials and workers of the presidency. They
were delivered in seven sittings from the 7th of May until the
2nd of

June 1982. In these sessions all twenty-two verses of this Surah
were discussed and commentated on. In explaining why he
chose

this Surah and the one’s that followed, he said, ‘The reason for
me choosing this specific place is because the Surahs that
appear in the

th and 29th part of the Holy Qur’an are usually Madani YA

Surahs 43 i.e. they are those Surahs which were revealed to the
Holy Prophet (sawa) in Madina and concern the establishment
of an Islamic gov- ernment, like our current predicament. The
types of issues and cir- cumstances that are relevant to a society
after the formation of an Islamic government are very different
to those that related to them during the era of resistance and
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before its formation; just as you are seeing currently within our
own society. Today you are witnessing a matter that before
February 1979 was non-existent; not mentioned. In those days
you had issues that today are not relevant to you. For example,

the issues of hypocrisy

and hypocrites, social justice, government, Jihad and tens of
other issues like this that only become relevant after the
establishment of

\YP i e
Revised Edition of Tarh Kulli Andishe ye Islami dar Qur’an

This book was published for the first time by Sahba
Publications in 2012. The contents are the transcripts of the
audio recordings

of those classes that after being reviewed, codified and edited
was made available to the public. It must be noted that this
book, in comparison to the one that was published before the
victory of the Islamic revolution is more complete and has far
greater contents. This book has been repub- lished on numerous

occasions and even though these speeches

were given nearly forty years ago, they are still sought after v
by many readers

Maruri bar Mabani, Ravish va Qawaid Tafsiri dar Tafsir Surah Tawbah

During the period before the victory of the Islamic revolution,
Sayyid Khamenei commentated and discussed Surah Maidah,
Surah Infal, Surah Tawbah and parts of Surah Yunus. From
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amongst these lessons, it was the commentary on Surah
~Tawbah that was pub

lished. The contents of this book was researched and analyzed
by a group of scholars, who extracted from it the methodology
and prin- ciples of commentary that Sayyid Khamenei used and

was printed

In another book consisting of around 120 pages

\YV Iup

volume book i.e. until verse 182 of Surah Bagarah. This
translation was translated sometime before the victory of the
Islamic revolu- tion and it was supposed to be published

together with the other

translated volumes of this commentary that was completed by
Dr. Muhammad Mufattih and Hujjati Kermani, but this was not
feasible

due to some reasons. This translation was not republished after
1984. One of the merits of this work was the overlapping of

~theolog

ical discussions with those of a socio-political nature. In this
trans- lation, wherever he saw it necessary, Ayatollah
Khamenei would

comment and critique the author and would show the
differences in 41 the jurisprudential and theological standpoints
of the Shia with that of the author’s school of thought.
However, he was in agreement on its general standpoints on

theology, jurisprudence, politics, society
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and culture. The books that have been introduced above are
_some mere ex

amples that Sayyid Khamenei managed to publish during that
Je- riod

In the next section, books of his that were compiled by differ-
ent organizations by using the audio recordings of his classes
and

published after he became the Supreme Leader will be
introduced

\YA ‘P

worldview which is the foundation and key principle in all
plans, projects, practical thought and ideology of Islam. In the
final segment of the book, the issue of Imamate and Divine

Authority (Wilayah) is attached to the principle of Tawhid. He
views the concept of Wilayah as being the attached to the
Islamic Nation

with one unified law; as it is only possible for that new
worldview, as brought by the Holy Prophet (sawa), to base the
lifestyle of the

community on religious teachings when initially, it was
previously present and realized in the thoughts, habits and
actions of a formed

group. 40 Nevertheless, it can also be assumed that the holding
of these
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classes was to develop a pure revolutionary force as a
secondary objective

Translation of Tafsir fi Zilal

The main method that the author used in this book was to divide
the topics of the verses so that in this way he was able to place

them under a single topic heading and give them a specific
objec- tive. The author then made efforts to commentate on the
Verses

with a specific grammatical view and explain the general
philosophy of the verse without going into their specifics.
Sayyid Khamenei translated the first two volumes of this eight

Y4 e

We have sent down the Book to you as a‘ (v),behind
However, it has also commanded ()’ clarification of all things

us to ponder deeply upon its teachin—gs. Therefore, it is because
-of the existence of such an attitude to

wards Islam and its teachings that allowed Sayyid Khamenei to
present core values for the establishment of an Islamic system
in

his commentary lessons. He would extract and explain Islam
and Islamic thought from the verses of the Holy Qur’an and
expound

on the fundamental principles of revolutionary thought and
abol- ishment of tyrannical systems. He presented these ideas
during
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his commentary classes in such a manner that the audience w4

them- selves, naturally, reached the conclusion that it was
necessary to

establish a system based upon Islam and its teaching within the
country; as one of his main goals for these classes was to
transfer

the principles of Islamic revolution to the people and society.
This book begins with the chapter of ‘Belief (Iman) in the Holy
Qur’an,” as the Holy Qur’an promises the establishment of

divine

law and the dominance of its governance over the world; the
for- mation of an ideal Islamic society, to those believers who
perform

worthy actions based on belief and iman

The contents are centered on Tawhid or monotheism, as it is
this

A Iup
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other social school of thought; they focus upon practical
respon- sibilities and specifically social interactions. So all

~theoretical dis
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cussions which are presented in this school of thought, be they
intended to order man’s life or to provide a goal for it or to
provide

a method of achieving that goal, must be analyzed, critiqued
and researched

The issues concerning Islamic ideals must be looked at as .

being a part of a larger unified corpus. So every element that is
seen to

be a part of religion and a pillar of this firm structure must be
in conformity and related to the other elements and not
something 38

that is alien to it; it is in this way that Islamic issues need to be
researched so that a complete and all-encompassing
-understand

ing of the principles and fundamentals of religion can be
acquired in the form of a comprehensive ideology, that is
germane to all

dimensions of human life

In proving and understanding the principles of Islam, the ¥

origi- nal sources must be the point of reference - rather than
the

likes and opinions or mental constructs of any person. -until re-
search and investigation becomes truly Islamic, without parts
of
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research taken and used. In order to fulfill this objective, the
Holy Qur’an is the most perfect and complete source that we
can

rely upon. ‘Falsehood cannot approach it, from before it nor
from

WYY 1o

when by chance they realized that Dr. Mahmoud Ramyaar was
also busy compiling both the above mentioned projects and had
already published a Farsi Index of the Holy Qur’an and

_therefore it was be

cause of this that their work was brought to a halt

Guftari Dar Bab Sabr

In 1974, his speeches and talks on the commentary of the Holy
Qur’an that were delivered at the Karamat Masjid were

published

as a book titled, ‘Guftari dar Bab Sabr.” This book was then
abridged and revised eighteen months after the last talk in the

"masjid and 37 was published with the title “Sabr

Tarh Kulli Andushe ye Islami Dar Qur’an

Before every commentary session at the Imam Hasan (as) Mas-
jid, Sayyid Khamenei would give those present a summary of
his

discussion. At the beginning of November 1974, these
summaries were collected, edited, given an introduction and
published as a book
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titled, ‘Tarh Kulli Andishe ye Islami dar Qur’an.” In the
introduction to the book, three important points regarding
Islamic discussions

are mentioned. These points also indicate the line of thought
taken by Sayyid Khamenei

Islamic ideals are not merely intellectual concepts, but like .
any

WY 1o

sessions and lectures, was the authoring and translating of

books focused on this subject. ‘Doh Pajuhish ye Qurani,’
Guftari dar Bab

Sabr’ and ‘Tarh Kulli Andishe ye Islami dar Qur’an,” are an
example of his writings. Another one of these efforts included
the transla- tion of the book Tafsir fi Zilal al-Quran of Sayyid
Qutb from Arabic to Farsi. Recently, three other books namely,

,‘Maruri bar Mabani

Rawish wa Qawaid Tafsiri,” ‘Tafsir Surah ye Mujadalah’ and
‘Tafsir Surah ye Bara’at’ have been scripted from the audios
pertaining to

these particular sessions and have been published by Ingilab
Islami Publications. What follows is a synopsis of the above
titles. 36

Doh Pajuhesh ye Qur’ani

The canceling of the commentary sessions at the Imam Hasan
(as) Masjid did not demotivate nor dissuade Sayyid Khamenei
from
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pursuing research on the Holy Qur’an, and it was in this regard
that at the beginning of 1973 he made the decision to write two
-re

searches on the Holy Qur’an. One of these researches was to
com- pile a lexicon on the Holy Qur’an and the second was to
write a Farsi

index on the verses of the Holy Qur’an in order for Farsi
speaking individuals to find particular verses in the Holy
Qur’an easily without

having to know the root Arabic words. The Verse Index was
being compiled by a group of people and continued until
,October 1974

Y'Y P

Writings and Researches

After his inauguration ceremony in October 1981, Sayyid
Khame- nei had an interview with the Iranian Broadcasting
Corporation from

which the following can be understood from it, ‘Having an
under- 35 standing of noteworthy thoughts such as the necessity
to manifest

a Muslim identity in the socio-political sphere’; ‘the ideals of
Islamic governance over the Muslim society’ and ‘the non-
surrender in the

face of non-religious government.” These thoughts slowly
found their way into the settings of the seminary students and
religious
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folk, even though they were very few. However, they were so
pro- found that any motivated and free-thinking seminarian

would be- come engrossed with Sayyid Ali Khamenei

This thought and ideal encapsulated his very essence to such an
extent that it directed his entire academic and research activities

into defending the Qur’anic Identity of Islam

Another of his Qur’anic activities, in addition to his
commentary

\YY¥ ‘P

and lifestyle being the heart of it, coupled with its superior
quali- ties over the current modern western civilization, are
proofs to this

(V) claim

YO Iup

Nizamsazi dar Nighah Tafsiri Ayatollah Khamenei, Ayni- -

Zadeh, Muaddab, Bi-annual academic journal “Mutali’at
Qur’an and Hadith”, year 11, vol. 1, Autumn/Winter 2017, pgs.
153-175

IS not separated from the success of the society i.e. the success
of the individual is dependent on the success of the society and
vice
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versa. Furthermore, those who follow this type of commentary
trend believe that the best solution to the changes and problems

~that oc

cur in a society is referring to the exegeses of the Holy Qur’an
Today a broader type of outlook has caught the attention of (1)

re- searchers in connection with the commentary of the Holy
Qur’an, which i1s known as a civilizational outlook. In this
-commentary out

look, the commentator pays attention to the fields of creating a
33 civilization by searching for the principles and teachings of
the Holy

Qur’an in this regard and presents examples of a Qur’anic
civiliza- tion together with ways of how to practically bring it
about. By examining the opinions and views of Sayyid

Khamenei, it

becomes clear that he is a perfect example of this type of
outlook. This outlook aims to present an acceptable blueprint
in the field of

cultural engineering in order to create advancement; this
outlook pays careful attention to the historical exegesis of the
Holy Qur’an. The concept of systemization that exists in his

~thought and com

mentary; his attention to the subject of a new Islamic
civilization

\Y¢ Zu.o
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Barrasi Ravish wa Girayish Tafsirit Magam Mu’azam -\

Rahbari, Alawi-Mehr, Mu- rawwaji Tabasi, Research Journal
Ulum wa Ma’rif Qur’an Karim, Winter 2009, vol. 9, pgs. 45-

92

His Methodology of Commentary

Point

Every commentator of the Holy Qur’an indulges in its
commen- tary based upon a personal approach. The approach
and method of

Sayyid Khamenei is a deductive (ljtihadi) or comprehensive vv

man- ner. An ijtihadi approach to the commentary of the Holy
Qur’an is

the extraction and understanding of Qur’anic principles and
laws by making use of original sources and having the ability

~to do so ad

equately. Therefore, if a commentator of the Holy Qur’an
wishes to choose this method of commentary, he must,
technically, have the

ability to use all other methods of commentary in order to
achieve the required conclusion. In addition to methodology,
there also exist

different types of outlooks in the commentary of the Holy
Qur’an. The commentary outlook of Sayyid Khamenei is socio-
political. This
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type of outlook that delves into the social ideals of the Holy
Qur’an requires a special type of attention as it views matters
-such as hu

mankind, guidance and presents the message of the Holy
Qur’an from a social viewpoint. In this outlook the success of
the individual

YWY Iup

It can be said that these classes identified other important ele-
ments of the Leader’s political thought in the directing of the
~Islam

ic system in differing arenas during his era of being the
(1).Supreme Leader

The Era after becoming the Supreme Leader

After becoming the Supreme Leader of the Islamic Republic of
Iran, Sayyid Khamenei held commentary classes at the
~Husayni

yyah of Imam Khomeini (ra) and at his administration offices.
Dur- ing these sessions Surah Bagarah was commentated on. A
large 31 portion of these sessions contents are not available and
that which is, approximately twelve sessions, have been
published and can be found at the website Khamenei.ir. It can
be understood from these published statements of the Leader

that the eighth session of this

series was held on the 12th of October 1991 and the last one
that was published was held on the 27th of May 1992
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Barrasi Ravish Tafsiri Ayatollah al-Uzma Sayyid Ali -\

Khamenei, Khawajah, Zeh- ra, Danishghah Ulum wa Ma’rif

Qur’an Karim, Danishkhadeh Ulum Qur’ani, Qum, September
2015

The issues of social justice, government, Jihad and many oth- ¢

er issues like these become the focus after the establishment of
a government. So as these issues are mostly discussed

within the Madani verses of the Holy Qur’an, the verses of this
th part (28) until the 30 part are mainly Madani, whereas the
verses in the 30th part are mainly Makki; we also noticed that
this section of the Holy Qur’an was one of those places that was

Before the victory of the Islamic (V) .rarely commentated on

revolution, Sayyid Khamenei was one of those in the forefront
in trying to establish a Qur’anic gov- 30 ernment and
expounded on all segments of it from the Holy Qur’an

to his students in Mashhad. Now with that revolutionary fervor
and needs of the time, he would commentate on matters
relevant to the

Islamic society after the establishment of an Islamic
government. One of the most important features of these
classes was the con- forming of it with contemporary issues and
problems of the society. He would analyze and extract trends

from the Holy Qur’an dealing
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with the early history of Islam, as well as the sedition of the
liberals, hypocrites and the arrogant individuals of the world;
,in addition

concepts such as imperialism, oppression, sedition, hypocrisy
and infiltration consumed a great portion of these classes

Y4 o

Statement made on the 7th of May 1982 during his -
commentary class on Surah Mujadalah

wards these ideals; however, this is not possible or desirable
unless achieved by the society itself. Nevertheless,
contemporary history of Islamic thought and resis- tance have
shown that when religion intends to rule and the system of
society aims to become Qur’anic, reviving some of the
concepts results in them being extremely misunderstood or at

times it is nec- essary to leave them on the peripheries

Commentary Gatherings after the Victory of
Commentary Gatherings after the Victory of

the Islamic Revolution 29 During the Period of his Presidency
Even after the victory of the Islamic revolution and during the
period of his presidency, Sayyid Khamenei, just as he did prior
to the victory of the revolution, began to hold lessons on the
commen- tary of the Holy Qur’an. In March 1982, which was
less than a year since he had taken office, he began holding
weekly classes at the Presidential Administration Building,
especially for the guards of the administration. These classes
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started from the 28th part of the Holy Qur’an and as they took
place during the early days of the Islamic government in Iran,
it was necessary to present discussions based around Is- lamic
governance to the people. In describing his reasons and moti-

yvations for holding these classes, Sayyid Khamenei says

\F. Zup

would explain each of these subjects over a number of sessions.
Before his talks, Sayyid Khamenei would always print and
~distrib

ute the summary of his speech to those who were in attendance.
At the beginning of November 1974, these summaries were
collected, edited, had an introduction written for them and

printed as a book

’ titled, “Tarh Kulli Andishe ye Islami dar Qur’an

These sessions continued until 1977and ended when Sayyid
Khamenei was arrested and exiled to Iran Shahr. The victory of
the Islamic Revolution changed Iran into a firm

base for the ideals of a religious government. This victory was
also 28 the first and most important step in creating a Qur’anic
society and a new Islamic civilization. The realization of this
new Islamic civili- zation would also not be possible unless the

thought and lifestyles

of the Muslims became one with the Qur’an in a systematic way
and moved from mere slogans to actions. In reality, Sayyid
Khamenei is the extension of the thought and
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ideals of Imam Khomeini (ra) and other contemporary
revivalists of Islamic thought who believed that it is not
possible to establish

Islam in its entirety except through the governance and rule of
reli- gious values over all aspects of societal life. Therefore, it
Is essential that religion must have authority; the governmental
process must be based on and be within the framework of

religious legislation

and the movement of the society must, in form and action, be
-to
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barriers placed in the way of the Prophets by the wealthy, social
elite, clergy and rulers and the stances against illiteracy and
-igno

rance were just some of the topics that were mentioned in these
gatherings using the verses of the Holy Qur’an. The SAVAK
reporter’s interpretation of these speeches was the

following, ‘Ayatollah Khamenei is describing fundamental
revolu- tionary Qur’anic concepts and in an clusive way is
motivating and

encouraging people to stand against social elitism, exploitation
’and political stifling

On the 26th and 27th of Ramadhan, he gave a speech on the 27
complete authority of the Imam and introduced to the audience
the
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concept of the divine representative of Allah (swt) with all its
condi- tions and requested from them to think and make a
measured and

calculated decision on who the representative of the Twelfth
Imam (as) is. This speech of his was so clear that the SAVAK
reporter

wrote at the end of his report, “Who is meant by the
representative of the Twelfth Imam (as) in this era is
Khomeini.” Ayatollah Khamenei had an ingrained belief that

the Qur’an was

the complete and perfect source of Islam in which there is no
doubt and was also the guide towards resistance against
oppression and

solution to man’s social endeavors. Because of this, during the
Month of Ramadhan he would present speeches on
fundamentals

such as belief, monotheism, prophet-hood and divine authority;
he

\FY ‘P

Qur’an, he would translate and commentate on it. This
commentary followed the same pattern of him explaining the
verses of the Holy

Qur’an by using contemporary matters and social issues.
However, his activities in this masjid must have caught the
-atten
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tion of SAVAK, as they decided to bring these discussions to a
close. His final talk at the Karamat Masjid was on the 26th of
February

The notes and talks of Sayyid Khamenei from these .\avf

commen- tary sessions were collected in a book titled “Guftari
"dar Bab Sabr

(Speeches on Patience).This book was then abridged and
revised 26 eighteen months after the last talk in the masjid and
was published

with the title “Sabr” (Patience)

The most Well Known and Important Commentary Gathering

In September 1974, which coincided with the Month of Rama-

dan, Sayyid Khamenei would deliver talks on the Holy Qur’an
in the

Imam Hasan (as) Masjid during the afternoons. In these talks
he would mention revolutionizing concepts and remove the
blinds from

the corruption that was found in society to those who were
present. The confrontation of the Prophets with the rulers; the
opposition of

Islam with oppression and tyranny; the equality of people and
that wealth and poverty is not a legitimate criterion of
superiority; the

) FY Iup
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and spoke about the ‘advancement and coming to the fore of
truth’ and the ‘eventual stagnation and destruction of
falsehood’. He said in this regard, “Throughout the course of

history, the divine rule has always

found a way to become dominant and gain victory over cor-
” rupt rule

At the end of his talks, which were more explanatory than just
translation, he would narrate two traditions from which the

—follow

ing general rule can be extracted: ‘A believer in the face of
stormy circumstances must be like a firm branch.’ 25

On the eleventh of Ramadhan (9th of October), he translated
and commentated on verses 20 -27 of Surah Infal, whereas on
the thir- teenth of Ramadhan he decided to discuss verses from
Surah Saff. These talks lead to SAVAK releasing an official

order centered on

gathering evidence against him in order to prosecute; so his last
talk occurred on the 11th of November and was dedicated to
the

commentary of Surah Asr

Commentary Sessions at the Karamat Masjid

After less than two months, Sayyid Khamenei transferred his
ac- tivity headquarters from the Imam Hasan (as) Masjid to the
-Kara

mat Masjid. On Thursday nights, after the recitation of the Holy
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and in his thought it was essential to establish an Islamic system
of governance. An example of this is that when his classes at
the

Imam Hasan (as) Masjid were canceled, he began holding
commen- tary classes in the Qibla Masjid on Thursday and
Fridays in which he discussed the fundamentals of belief. These
lessons were attended by over 150 seminary students; however,

,after threats from SAVAK

these gatherings were also eventually canceled in June 1973

Re-initiating the Lessons at the Imam Hasan (as) Masjid

In the Month of Ramadhan of the same year, after seeking vf

ad- vice and with the intention of not creating suspicion within
SAVAK, Sayyid Khamenei decided that after performing the
Midday Prayer in the Imam Hasan (as) Masjid, he would recite
verses from the Holy Quran and then translate them. He also at
times would allow the youth who were present an opportunity

to translate the selected

verses into Farsi Is they wished. During these gatherings he
would translate and commentate on verses from Surah Al-
Imran; however on the 10th of Ramadhan he commentated on

verses 130-135 from Surah A’raf. He protected

himself by saying that the goal of the sessions was to only
translate the verses of the Holy Qur’an and was not a
commentary; it was
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In this way that he re-iterated the concepts of truth and
falsehood

\FO Zup

prayers and content himself with explaining Prophetic sayings
after the prayer in the Imam Hasan (as) Masjid. He was also
allowed to

continue his seminary classes that he had containing some
fifteen students

During his final session, he said to those who were present, ‘In
this week, our discussions will come to an end. However

you should not separate from the Holy Qur’an...all our strug-
~gles today are because we do not possess sufficient knowl

edge of the Holy Qur’an. The Holy Qur’an is the cure of all our
ailments. Look at the Qur’an in a detailed and in-depth man- 23

ner so that you can know its goal and final purpose.” The
cancellation of his sessions on the commentary of the Holy
Qur’an at the Imam Hasan (as) Masjid did not however stop
him from continuing his research into the Holy Qur’an and
during the first months of 1974 he made it his mission to author

~two research

(1).es about the Holy Qur’an

Commentary Gatherings at the Qibla Masjid
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Sayyid Khamenei was never stagnant. Whenever a gathering
would be canceled, he would merely organize another one, as
he

viewed the system of governance to be illegitimate from its
roots

\F8 1o

These will be discussed in a later section dealing with his -y

writings

Mashhad that let us stop our current program for a period of
twenty years and all at once focus solely on the Holy Qur’an. I
have been giving lessons on the commentary of the Holy
Qur’an for nearly six years and in this way the seminaries have
been slightly persuaded towards my beliefs. So | humbly

request from the management that they do not just merely

give slogans, as they are not beneficial or practical.” The
lessons continued in a systematic way with each session

dealing with a verse from Surah Bagarah. In each session a set
of verses would be translated into Farsi for the audience and
then

commentated on. The commentary of verses 96 and 98 were v

spe- cifically commentated on, on the 18th of March 1973 and
the next session focused on verses 99 to 102 of the above

.mentioned Surah
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During this time, the reports of these sessions were sent to
SAVAK by spies, who portrayed themselves as being religious,
and were

present in these sessions. After these reports were received by
the SAVAK branch of Mashhad, one of the officials posted
there saw

no benefit in these gatherings for the system and ordered them
to be canceled. These sessions continued until they reached the

th 109 verse. Sayyid Khamenei was then ordered to present
Jhimself to SAVAK

which he did in July of that year and accepted their request to
can- cel his commentary classes and to only perform the
congregational

\FV ‘P

They would sit with their gaze fixed upon sheets of paper on
which they would take notes from the Qur’anic lessons of
-Sayyid Khame

nei. The commentary classes at the Imam Hasan (as) Masjid
were scheduled to be held once a week on Friday mornings.
~This sched

ule continued until 1973. The commentary began on the topic

of ‘the characteristics of the Jews,” on approximately the 9th of
March
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with the 62nd verse from Surah Bagarah. The ‘awv

methodology of Sayyid Khamenei during these sessions was to
comment on the

verses of the Holy Qur’an using examples from contemporary
times. It was during this time that SAVAK sought an excuse to
arrest 21

and prosecute him, so in order to find one; they closely
followed his commentary classes and would note down and
record anything that

exhibited his political views. However, Sayyid Khamenei was
extremely opposed to anything

which would cause these gatherings to be unnecessarily
canceled or postponed, even if that reason was a salutation
gathering for his

leader Imam Khomeini (ra). It is reported that he said in one of
:his sessions

| sincerely request from the management to allow me to °

continue my activities and not cause them to be delayed or
postponed. | believe that the most important element that is
required in the current environment is the understanding of the

Holy Qur’an. I have also told the seminaries of Qum and

YFA P

these classes, SAVAK officials ordered that he must always be
ac- companied by one or two of their personnel, who would
report back
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to them about his speeches and activities. In these sessions
Surah Maidah, Surah Infal, Surah Bara’at and verses from
Surah Yunus

were discussed and commentated on

The Imam Hasan (as) Masjid (Mashhad)

In the autumn of 1972, in the Month of Ramadhan, the lessons
on 20 the commentary of the Holy Qur’an became a reality in
the Imam Hasan (as) Masjid. It was after great insistence that
Ayatollah Khamenei accepted the recommendation of
becoming the congregational prayer leader (imam) at the Imam
Hasan (as) Masjid. Gradually his short talks started to become

very popular. A blackboard was even brought

into the masjid in order for him to begin teaching and
explaining the concepts of religion. People from all walks of
life and social strata would participate in his commentary
classes. However, it was the youth who were the most attracted
to these classes, as they would fill the outside of the masjid with

their bicycles and motorcycles, whilst being inside

listening to the extent that they outnumbered the older
generation

Y FA ‘P

and partake in these commentary gatherings. These gatherings
were firstly held in Masjid Sadigiha, which was located in the
Sar

Shur Bazaar; however, because of the vast number of
participants that these gatherings attracted, it had to be moved
to the School
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of Mirza Ja’far. This series of lessons, unlike the previous one,
was not short lived and went on for a longer period of time.
They were

eventually brought to a close by members of the security forces
and unfortunately also the recordings of those gatherings have
been

lost and so the contents and material of those gatherings are not
known. 19

The School of Mirza Ja’far Commentary Continued

The constant arrests severely disrupted his social and academ-
ic programs; after the fifth arrest he became certain that from

amongst his associates there were some who were hired to spy
on him and report about his activities to SAVAK. Hence, it was
in this

way that the restrictions on him became even tighter, which
forced him to pay closer attention towards his speech and
actions. After being released for the fifth time in the autumn of
1971, he immediately resumed his commentary classes in the
School of Mirza Ja’far, Mashhad, which has now become the

Razavi University

However, in April of the following year, after becoming aware
of

Vo Iup

ism and Liberalism and as a result illustrated the depths of
Islamic Thought and guided the resistance within the
framework that was
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set up by Imam Khomeini (ra) and in spite of the opposition
faced from the Pahlavi regime, he managed to achieve great
successes

with his endeavors. After being released from prison for the
third time, his second

commentary series took shape in 1968 at the request of two of
his companions who were both from Gunabad and happened to
have a

lot in common in addition to history together

They were Sayyid Rida Kamyab and Muhammad Bagir
Farzaneh. 18

During their travels with Sayyid Khamenei, even though very
short, they became acquainted with his knowledge and social-
political thought and found him a person worthy of learning

from. They both

approached Sayyid Khamenei and insisted that he began a
general class, other than the usual classes, on topics such as
commentary

.of the Holy Qur’an, theology or ethics

As he had a special fondness to the commentary of the Holy
Qur’an, on his return to Mashhad he began giving commentary
on

Surah Ma’idah, just as he did in 1964
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These classes would take place on a Thursday and Friday and
as time went on they became more and more popular. It reached
a

stage that pupils, university students and even some
businessmen would join the large number of seminary students
who would attend

VO Iup

sistance - lead to every opportunity which presented itself being
used to commentate on the Holy Qur’an. When Sayyid
Khamenei

fled to Tehran from Mashhad in 1965, he lived in such a way
that would make him unrecognizable. However, a few of his
associates arranged a program in order for him to deliver
nightly lessons on the commentary of the Holy Qur’an. These

lessons occurred in the

Month of Ramadhan. Sayyid Khamenei describes these
:sessions as follows

These were lively and great sessions, in them | commentated “

on Surah Kahf for my audience.” 17

The Masjid Sadiqiha and School of Mirza Ja’far Commentary Classes

When Sayyid Khamenei was freed after being arrested for the
third time in 1967, he took it upon himself to visit the political
—pris

oners who were being held in Tehran. Through his links with
revo- lutionaries in different cities, he tried to shape the
resistance and


http://www.ziaossalehin.ir/

activists, and to train a new generation of revolutionaries, espe-
cially from amongst the seminary and university students,
which

was based upon Islamic thought. He also made great efforts to
try and extract the fundamentals of resistance from the Qur’an
and

Prophetic traditions as a counter to the materialistic ideals of
~-Marx

\OY 1 o

Gathering on the Commentary of the Holy Qur’an before the Victory of the
Islamic Revolution

Ayatollah Khamenei held a total of nine series on the commen-
tary of the Holy Qur’an before the victory of the Islamic
Revolution

What follows is a chronological explanation of those
.gatherings

The First Commentary Series at Payin Khayaban

Ayatollah Sayyid Ali Khamenei began his lessons on the com-
16 mentary of the Holy Qur’an in the year 1964 at the request
of some

of the residents of Payin Khayaban, which he accepted under
cer- tain conditions. Accordingly, after being released from
prison for the second time, he presented his lessons on the
commentary on Surah Ma’idah during an entire Month of

Ramadhan in the presence
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of Mashhad’s traders and businessmen. These gatherings were
also attended by a small group of scholars who had an interest
-in politi

cal issues and would become more famously known as the
" “Payin Khayaban Gatherings

Commentary Whilst Being Pursued

The pressing need to spread and propagate the teachings of the
Holy Qur’an - even during the most difficult conditions of the
-re
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these constant changes. It was this idea that was strengthened
on the basis of returning to the Holy Qur’an and resulted in
what was

known as the “Peak of Piety”. These activities of Sayyid
Khamenei and those of the other activ- ists were all being
monitored by the SAVAK and as a result of the prevailing
conditions of that time; all of his speeches and gather- ings were
attended by members of SAVAK who would then make a
report concerning that particular speech. It was because of this
that Sayyid Khamenei in explaining the restrictions he had in

presenting

his material to his audience has said: 15

Material that | thought would be detrimental to the regime and“
system would be presented without making any reference to the
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actual system. Also the system was never insinuated or hinted
”at in anyway

In this manner, because of the all the spying and snitching,
Sayyid Khamenei was detained on numerous occasions. Before
the victory

of the Islamic Revolution, he was arrested no less than six times
by SAVAK and placed in prison; he was also eventually exiled
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on the political thought of the Imam, factors such as the Imam’s
wisdom and foresight regarding social issues and his deep
-under

standing of Islamic teachings placed him at the forefront of a
great and unprecedented revolution. In addition to this, the
bravery of the Imam, which he inherited as a family trait was
also very significant in this historic movement. The collective
of the Imam’s religious- ness, piety, bravery, political insight
and inspiration from the politi- cal thoughts of Ayatollahs
Mudarris and Shah Abadi were all visible within his movement

and it was in this regard that Sayyid Khamenei

saw that all of these factors were gathered together under a
banner 14 known as ‘“Religious Motivation”. When the

—revolution, under the leadership of Imam Khomeini, en

tered a new stage in the 1963 and after the attempted quashing
of it by the despotic regime, different socio-political
movements chose to take diverse paths. As being part of the
revolutionaries, Sayyid Khamenei, as well as joining in the
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activities of the other revolution- aries, also decided to take it
upon himself to lay the foundations of the society’s ideology
and thought, and it was with this in mind that one of his most

effective revolutionary activities was the holding of

gatherings dealing with the commentary of the Holy Qur’an.
He made great efforts to try and propose a means of living a pi-
ous life in the modern world that would not surrender to the
ever changing times. He sought to present ways to counter and

manage

VOO Iup

Exegetical Resistance Activities

The beginning of resistance and choosing commentary gather- ings as one
form of it

When the resistance movements began in 1962, Ayatollah v

Khame- nei was one of the first people to align themselves with
~-Imam Kho

meini (ra) and one of his first activities was the reproduction
and propagation of the Imam’s statements. It was during this
period

that the political dimensions of Imam’s personality began to
reveal themselves to Ayatollah Khamenei. With this
association with the Imam, many questions arose for

example: how was this political insight of Imam Khomeini
formed and applied? Who was it that influenced this political
thought of the
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Imam? And other such questions to occupy his mind. After
pondering on the above questions, he reached the conclu- sion
that other than the immense influence that Ayatollah Sayyid

Hasan Muddarris and Ayatollah Mirza Muhammad Shah Abadi
had

\O¥ Zup

During his Qur’anic activities he would always stress on
Qur’anic awareness being a prerequisite in order to gain an
~affinity and at

tachment with it. He would also emphasize the necessity of
ponder- ing on the Holy Qur’an and making efforts to establish
the teachings

of the Holy Qur’an in society. This yearning of his to make the
youth acquainted and attached to the Holy Qur’an led to a new
chapter in

his activities 1.e. “Resistance,” in order to cement and form a
gov- ernment based on Qur’anic principles. What follows is a
synopsis of his exegetical and research activi- ties. 12

and therefore nothing is guaranteed. Before the victory of ®
~the Islamic Revolu

tion there were very few well-wishers, they would advise the
people while their hearts grieved. Their actions and advices
were not ineffective, for every advice affects the heart, but is
failed to turn into action. Why? Because the system was an
incorrect system, because the direction of the society was
towards injustice, inequity, cowardice and immorality.
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Direction is very impor- tant. The source of any direction
’ begins with the establishment of a system

OV 1 o

er that these classes be a preliminary in order for people to
become

(\) .aware of the concepts of the Holy Qur’an
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In a speech given in the presence of government - 14a¥/:A/Y% -\

officials and guests of the Islamic Unity Conference, Sayyid
Ali Khamenei said, ‘If a govern- ment is based upon the
foundations of Islam, it would mean that Islam has been applied
in a practical manner; however, if Islam only means to have
belief and only concerns itself with the actions of the individual
within the society and the rule of religion is not established; in
such a society Islam and the Qur’an are abandoned. A referent
of this appears in the Holy Qur’an. In Surah Furqgan the
following verse appears, “And the Apostle will say, “’O my
Lord! Indeed my people have consigned this Qur’an to
oblivion.”””” It is the 11 Holy Prophet (sawa) who is saying this
to Allah (swt), but what does consign- ment to oblivion mean?
For surely it does not mean that the Holy Qur’an, its name and
the name of the Muslims would be completely erased. This is
not what this consignment means! Rather consigning this
Qur’an into oblivion or that it is abandoned means that the
Quran exists but is abandoned; it is with us but consigned to
oblivion. It means that the Qur’an is recited in a society and has
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outward respect and reverence; however its ordainments are not
fol- lowed and with the excuse of separating politics from
religion, government is negated from the Qur’an. If Islam and
the Qur’an were not meant to rule and lead, then what was the
purpose of the Holy Prophet’s (sawa) struggle? From his
viewpoint, the creation and establishment of a system based on
religion is that very action that the Holy Prophet (sawa) did
when he migrated from Makkah to Madina. Till there is no
society, there is no system as there is no central authority which

can overview the activities of the society

One of his biggest regrets is that he did not partake in the
memo- rization of the Holy Qur’an during his youth; even
though in his

later years he was able to memorize parts of the Holy Qur’an,
but because he does not see himself as being a memorizer
(hafiz) of

the Holy Qur’an it has led to becoming one of his great
disappoint- ments

Sayyid Ali Khamenei began his seminary studies while he was
in Grade five. After completing primary school he then entered
the

seminary full-time and was present in the advanced
jurisprudential classes of Ayatollah Sayyid Muhammad Hadi
Milani in the year 1956

He then spent some time in the seminaries of Najaf and Qum .

and benefitted greatly from the teachers present there.
However, while
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he was in Qum, he spent most of his time reading, researching
and teaching. In 1965, because of an eye ailment that had
affected his

father, it was necessary for him to return to Mashhad from Qum
in order to assist his father and it was because of this that he
once

again found himself present in the classes of Sayyid Milani. He
con- tinued attending these classes until 1971. With regards to
Qur’an classes, Sayyid Khamenei believes that

merely holding classesto teach recitation is not sufficient, but
class of which | was the teacher and reciter. The ® -rath
students were from the same school as me, some were from

Grade 6, whereas the others were from lower

’ grades

Vo4 e
Qur’anic Education

Sayyid Khamenei began nursery at the age of four and at the
age of five he entered into primary school. Sayyid Khameneli
possessed

a good recitation and soon became the school’s Qur’an reciter
and as a result his recitation found fame even if it was within
small vi- 9

cinity. His father, in order to make his sons more familiar with
the Holy Qur’an and to learn the rules of Tajwid, requested Hajj
Ramadan
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Bankdar to teach them. After learning from Hajj Bankdar,
Sayyid Ali continued his studies under Mullah Abbas, who was
the most renowned teacher of Qur’an recitation in Mashhad at
the time, and learned the rules of Tajwid from him

At the age of twelve, Sayyid Ali Khamenei himself began
teaching classes on the recitation of the Holy Qur’an and it was
from this time

(1).that his progressive Qur’anic activities began

Voo P

A picture exists on which Sayyid Khamenei wrote on the -\

back of it, ‘12 years old, Grade 6, Friday after the completion
of the Qur’an recitation

the names of the Prophets it was her habit was to give an
explanation.” ‘In this way I also heard the stories of Prophet

,Musa (as)

Prophet Ibrahim (as) and other Prophets for the first time from
my mother; as when she recited verses that contained the names
of the Prophets it was her habit was to give an

explanation.” Hence, it was because of having such parents that
Sayyid Ali Khamenei from a very young age became
acquainted with the Holy Qur’an and was nurtured within its

teachings. Therefore, it is this 8

very point that created in him a strong affinity and attachment
to- wards the Divine Revelation
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His mother was Khadija Mirdamadi (b. 1914 — d. 1989). She
wasthe daughter of Ayatollah Sayyid Hashim Najaf Abadi.
~After his mar

riage to Bibi Sakina, he went to the city of Mashhad and it was
In this city that he partook in guiding the people, explaining the
Holy

Qur’an and authoring books. During one of his summers in
Mash- had, he held discourses on the exegesis of the Holy
Qur’an, based

upon the exegesis Majma al-Bayan in the Ghoharshad Masjid
which was well attended by students and non-students alike

Khadija Mirdamadi was a pious, religious and devout lady who

was also very knowledgeable with regards to the Holy Qur’an,
Pro- 7

phetic traditions (hadith), history and literature. Her
knowledge, by reading exegeses of the Holy Qur’an and history
books such as

Rawdah al-Saffah, reached such a level that she was able to
narrate the stories of the Prophets, Imams and Qur’anic
personalities to

her children in an attractive and story-like way. Her recitation
of the Holy Qur’an was exceptional. Sayyid Khamenei in this
regard says, ‘The first beautiful recitation of the Holy Qur’an
that | heard came from my mother. We would gather and sit

,around her
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while she recited the Holy Qur’an in a very sweet and melodi-
’ ous manner and would then also translate the verses for us

In this way | also heard the stories of Prophet Musa (as), ¢

Prophet Ibrahim (as) and other Prophets for the first time from
my mother; as when she recited verses that contained

VY . P
A Qur’anic Household

If we wish to understand and examine how Sayyid Khamenei
gained an affinity with the Holy Qur’an and its impact and
—posi

tion concerning his thought, it is necessary for us to firstly
become 6 more aware of his family, as it is the family structure
which plays

the greatest role in the upbringing of a person and the forming
and materializing of his personality. Ayatollah Sayyid Ali
Khamenei was born on the 16th of July 1939 into a religious
family in the holy city of Mashhad. His father Sayyid Jawad
Khamenei (d. 1986) was from amongst the scholars and ju- rists
of his time. After completing his intermediary in Tabriz, Sayyid
Jawad benefitted from many great scholars in the city of
Mashhad. He then migrated to Najaf, Iraq in 1345/1926 and
was active in the areas of jurisprudence and its principles. He

attended and benefited

greatly from the classes of Mirza Muhammad Husayn Na’ini,
Sayyid Abu al-Hasan Isfahani and Agha Zia al-Din lIraqi; he
also gained
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permission of ijtihad from the three mentioned scholars

VOV 1o

introduction

By paying close attention to the lifestyle of the Leader of the
Islamic Republic of Iran, Sayyid Ali Khamenel, it is clear that
the Holy Qur’an

has great influence in all aspects of his life. This influence is so
significant that it can be said that the most critical and important

dimension of his personality is that ‘Qur’anic dimension’ that
he possesses

Therefore, it was with the intention of becoming further ac-
quainted with the dimensions of his Qur’anic personality that

the Department of Cultural and Social Affairs of the Awgaf and
Welfare Organization have organized the 35th Interna- tional
Qur’an Competition. This present booklet which you

have in your hands titled “A Qur’anic Leader,” aims to present
information about the Leader’s Qur’anic activities over the past
seven decades; in addition, it also tries to clarify for us the con-
formity of his thought with the Qur’an and fundamental Islamic

principles

We hope that this humble effort is of benefit to all Awgaf and
Welfare Organization

\7¥ Iup
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